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Contrapunctus No. 1
from The Art of the Fugue BWYV 1080

Johann Sebastian Bach
Arranged by David Marlatt

The Art of the Fugue was the last musical offering of Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750). It is essentially a
textbook in the art of composing a fugue - a collection consisting of fourteen fugues of various types (simple,
stretto, triple, mirror and one quadruple). Bach was becoming “old fashioned” towards the end of his life.
The Art of the Fugue was said to be the summary of an art form that much of Bach’s life’s work was based
upon.

This Contrapunctus No. 1 is the first of the four simple fugues. The entire The Art of the Fugue uses a

single d minor subject as a basis for all fugues and this theme is clearly presented in the first measures of
each fugue.
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