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Traditional

During the War of the Roses, Harlech castle was held for the Lancastrians until taken by Lord Herbert of 
Raglan for the Yorkist side. It was this prolonged siege which traditionally gave rise to the song Men of 
Harlech. This march, written years later to commemorate that battle, is known almost as well in America as 
in Wales. According to "Folk Songs of England,  Ireland, Scotland and Wales,"  "This famous march 
celebrates the defiance of the Welsh forces under Dafydd ap Jevan in  defending Harlech Castle against the 
English in 1468."

Notes from: www.castlewales.com/menhar.html

 The opening offstage calls and fanfare should sound off in the distance and, even though the timpani is 
onstage, it must be muted and quiet until the forces are added.

 An option is to start the piece with no one on stage except the timpanist. Then, at bar 18 when the tune is 
first played, the soloist could walk onstage alone with the other players gradually following as their entrances
occur.
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Dedicated to Nansi Gwyneth and all others with Welsh blood
MEN OF HARLECH Traditional Welsh Folksong
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