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 THE WORK: Ave maris stella is a hymn from Claudio Monteverdi’s Vespers of the Blessed Virgin. The 
work is split into three sections, each interjected with a ritornel passage. The solo sections provide 
opportunities for certain combinations of instruments to be featured. This piece, scored for two brass 
quintets, is to be performed antiphonally and this spacing produces an interesting effect for the players and 
the audience.

 THE TRANSCRIPTION: The work was originally for choir, orchestra and organ so a gentle but powerful 
feeling of spaciousness should be the goal of the ensemble. The forte sections should be full but never “edgy”
or too brilliant. A more difficult arrangement of several movements of Monteverdi’s Vespers has been 
performed and recorded by the Canadian Brass in a triple brass quintet format. This version uses no piccolo 
trumpets but if possible, the last section of the work (m. 83 to the end) could have the first trumpets in each 
choir play piccolos.

 PARTS:
   Bb Trumpet 1
   Bb Trumpet 2
   Bb Trumpet 3
   Bb Trumpet 4
   F Horn 1
   F Horn 2
   Trombone 1
   Trombone 2
   Tuba 1
   Tuba 2
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