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Edvard Grieg

When Edvard Grieg (1843-1907) heard of the death of his friend, colleague and countryman Rikard 
Nordraak in 1866, he composed a funeral march for piano is his honour.  A year later, he set it for military 
band in the key of G minor.  In 1878, he made a third arrangement, this time for brass choir.  Grieg was 
deeply attached to the work and at his request, it was performed at his own funeral.  This arrangement is 
derived from the original piano version, with reference to Grieg’s military band arrangement (which he 
carried with him wherever he travelled) for the resolution of some pianistic figures.  Brass quintets need 
more authentic Romantic repertoire, and it is hoped that this transcription will help fulfil that need.
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