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Prelude and Fugue in C minor

Johann Sebastian Bach
Arranged by David Marlatt

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) was known as a brilliant organist and contrapuntalist. He wrote 48
preludes and fugues (BWYV 846-93) which have become cornerstones in the repertoire for the keyboard. This
Prelude and Fugue in C minor opens with a two part prelude in which the five voices of the brass quintet pass
the melodic material among them. The fugue opens with a two bar subject which begins in the trumpets and,
once again, flows through the ensemble in various registers. The optional pedal C in the tuba part is
representative of the pedals of Bach’s instrument, the organ.

The arranger recommends the use of an Eb trumpet for the Trumpet 1 part. This will give the desired
lightness in the articulations in the upper register.
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