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This work for brass quintet is, as implied by the title, a suite in the Baroque style.  Each of the four 
movements (Invention, Gigue, Air, March) is modelled on a form from that period, and is highly individual 
and able to stand alone.

The Invention is typical of the Bach inventions where melody and motivic content is passed freely between 
the various parts.  Fast-paced and driving from the beginning, this movement states the main theme, then 
proceeds to dissect it, creating interesting episodes leading back to a statement of the theme at the conclusion.

The Gigue is a lively movement.  Beginning with a tuba solo and leading to the full ensemble, this is 
designed to keep the performers on their toes. This movement makes extensive use of invertible counterpoint.
During the repetition of both the A and B sections, melody and accompaniment lines are often given to new 
players within the ensemble, creating new sounds and maintaining interest.

The Air is a lovely slow movement that provides a nice change of pace within the Suite.  While technically 
simpler than the other movements, the challenge here is to maintain solid, consistent breath support.  The 
staccatos in the tuba part should not be played too short.

The March is similar in style to a march found in the Anna Magdalena Notebook of Bach.  Quicker than the
marches of today, this piece is a wonderful example of "perpetual motion" in the Baroque style.PREVIEW ONLY
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