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Johann Sebastian Bach

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) wrote many works for keyboard. His organ toccata and fugues are 
probably the most famous but he also wrote many works for the harpsichord. The Italian Concerto is very 
interesting in its notation and melodic material. It truly appears as though this was a short score which Bach 
intended on scoring out for instrumentalists. The “solo” style material is opposed to “tutti” type writing 
which makes it seem that this was intended for a string orchestra with possibly a couple of wind players.

 If Bach was alive today, he would surely have considered writing for the versatile sound of the modern brass
quintet.

 An alternative Eb trumpet part for the first Bb trumpet has been provided. This allows for the upper lines to 
remain light and effortless. Blend and matching of articulations throughout the ensemble is crucial in a 
contrapuntal piece such as this.
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