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Johann Sebastian Bach

 Wachet Auf is a section from J.S. Bach’s (1685-1750) Cantata No. 140. Heralded as one of Bach’s finest 
cantatas, it was written for the 27th Sunday after Trinity. What is interesting about this time is that this 
Sunday does not exist unless Easter is very early. Therefore this happened only twice during Bach’s years in
Leipzig. The libretto is based of a hymn by Philipp Nicolai (1599) and due to the nature of the writing, this 
work is considered a chorale cantata.

 Bach wrote many cantatas but none have maintained the popularity as this excerpt from No. 140. This is 
most likely due to the elegant, flowing nature of the writing that is so distinctly Bach.

 This arrangement manages to present all the musical material without the use of the piccolo trumpet as 
found in several other editions. It is scored for two trumpets (or flugelhorns) horn, trombone and tuba. Blend
is crucial so flugels would help to ease the brilliance of the trumpets. Matching of articulations and dynamics
will bring the whole piece to life. There is quite a bit of unison and octave writing and balance should always
be a consideration.
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