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Holberg Suite
Prelude

Edvard Grieg
Arranged by David Marlatt

THE WORK: Edvard Grieg (1843-1907) first conceived the suite “From Holberg’s Time” as a solo piano
work to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the birth of Ludvig Holberg, an important figure in
Scandinavian drama. Soon after its completion Grieg scored the piece for strings, and it was in this form that
the work was premiered at the Holberg bicentennial festivities. The suite is in a style that is similar to a

French Baroque dance suite but with Grieg’s elaborate harmonies laid on. This prelude is the opening
movement to the suite.

THE TRANSCRIPTION: Lightness in articulation is crucial and the dynamics should be restrained to allow
for the elegant eighth-two sixteenth pattern to not become heavy. Either piccolo trumpet or Eb trumpet could

be used for the topmost trumpet part and both parts have been provided. The mallet part is optional but adds
colour and support to some important figures.
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E. Grieg
(1843-1907)

Arranged by D. Marlatt

Prelude

Holberg Suite

Allegro vivace
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