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George Frederic Handel

 One of the most famous compositions of Georg Frederic Handel (1685-1759) is his Music for the Royal 
Fireworks. As the continental war drew to a close in 1748-9, the people in Britain rejoiced. The official 
celebrations, including a huge fireworks display, were held in the spring of 1749. Handel was asked to write 
some music for the occasion. Because of the grand scale of the occasion and the fact the musicians were 
playing outside he selected a large all wind ensemble consisting of 9 trumpets, 3 timpani, 9 horns, 24 oboes 
and 12 bassoons. A month after the premiere, Handel decided to add string parts and reduce the wind parts to
the normal orchestral numbers of the era.

 All dynamics, articulations and ornaments are added by the arranger and may be omitted or altered to suit 
the performers. This arrangement can be performed with either one or tubas. The flugel horn sixteenth-note 
run beginning in bar 106 may be performed slurred, tongued or any combination of the two.

 PARTS: Bb Trumpet 1
   Bb Trumpet 2
   Bb Trumpet 3
   Bb Flugelhorn
   F Horn 1
   F Horn 2
   Trombone 1
   Trombone 2
   Tuba(s)
   Timpani (optional)
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