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Sonata

Alessandro Stradella
Arranged by David Marlatt

THE WORK: Alessandro Stradella (1644-1682) is considered to be somewhat of a pioneer in the
development of the concerto grosso, particularly with regard to the use of antiphonal string groups. This
piece was originally for solo trumpet and two antiphonal string quartets. This instrumentation was often used
when accompanying vocal arias. One choir of instruments would play with the solo voice then the larger
group for ritornelli sections. This form also appears successful with a trumpet as a soloist allowing for
imitative passages to pass between the choirs and the soloist.

THE TRANSCRIPTION: There is much interplay between the two trumpet choirs and matching of
articulation and style is crucial. Dynamic contrasts and articulations have been added by the arranger and
may be altered at the performers’ discretion. The continuo parts have not been altered from the original. They
can be performed by bassoons, euphoniums, bass trumpets or trombones. If the octave leaps cannot be
successfully done, then simply omit the leaps down to the low ‘C’ and play them up one octave.

As with many trumpet ensembles available through this publication, the bass clef parts have been provided
in the original key of D and also in C and Bb to facilitate performance on Bb trumpets or piccolo trumpets. A
successful sonority if Bb is the chosen key is to have the solo trumpet, and the top trumpet in each choir
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A. Stradella
(1645-1683)

Sonata
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