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Henry Purcell

 THE WORK: Henry Purcell (1659-1695) was the first English composer to write multiple works for the 
trumpet. His orchestral writings are filled with interesting trumpet parts but no work is more famous to 
trumpeters than this Sonata. Originally for trumpet and strings, this piece displays the Bologna influence 
heightened by Purcell’s own more bold harmonic clashes. The manuscript was discovered in 1950 and has 
been one of the most frequently performed and recorded pieces in the trumpet repertoire. There is much 
interplay between the soloist and the rest of the ensemble and this antiphonal performance practice is quite 
characteristic of the period.

 THE TRANSCRIPTION:  The solo trumpet part falls to the first trumpet and the remainder of the ensemble
performs the orchestral parts. A great deal of antiphonal writing has been done and the two choirs can be 
used to produce echo effects. All dynamics, articulations and ornaments are suggestions by the arranger and 
the performer should feel free to alter these musical nuances at their discretion. The continuo part is essential
and can be performed by a trombone (euphonium), or a bassoon. The continuo part has been placed in three 
different keys to allow the performers to select whichever instruments they wish. High school level trumpet 
ensembles might want to use the parts in Bb while a professional group might want to use the parts in C or 
the original D.

 The arranger suggests that in the second movement, the trumpets be muted with either straight or cup mutes.
This colour change makes the overall effect of the piece more interesting. The third movement should be 
played with mutes removed.PREVIEW ONLY
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