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John Stanley

“A refined, pleasant and painstaking performer, a natural and agreeable composer, and an intelligent 
teacher.” This is how the English author Charles Burney described his fellow-country-man John Stanley 
(1713-1786), a well-known London organist and composer of vocal and organ music. With regard to his 14 
solos for flute or violin, basso continuo and harpsichord, which were introduced to the public in 1740 and 
1745, Burney’s description is certainly fitting. The introductory adagio in the fifth solo with its numerous 
written embellishments captures clearly the age of gallantry and sentimentality (one tends to think of the 
flute-playing Prussian King). The final Gigg, on the other hand, contains English ‘drive’.
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