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George Frederic Handel

Eternal Source of Light Divine is a duet for soprano voice and trumpet. This combination of soloists has
been used by George Frederick Handel (1685-1759), Johann Sebastian Bach and Henry Purcell. Like many
other composers of the time (including Purcell), Handel wrote tributes to the rulers of the day. For Queen
Anne he wrote:

Eternal Source of Light Divine, with double warmth thy beams display...
 And with distinguished glory shine, to add a lustre to this day...
 The day that gave great Anna birth, who fix’d a lasting peace on earth.

The D trumpet part could be played, as it was intended, on the Baroque or natural trumpet. The soprano line
could be performed on a D trumpet (or piccolo) to make it an all-trumpet version.
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