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Giovanni Palestrina

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina was born in the town of Palestrina, located a few miles from Rome.  In
Rome, he was first appointed by Julius II to be choirmaster at the Julian Chapel in 1551.  In 1555, he became
choirmaster at St. Giovanni Laterano,  holding that position until 1560. In 1561, he moved to Santa Maria
Maggiori as choirmaster.  In 1571, he finally returned to the Julian Chapel at St. Peter's, and remained there
until his death in 1619.

With regard to his compositional style, Palestrina was strongly influenced by the northern European
polyphonic style. His output was prodigious, consisting of many masses (105 to be exact) as well as
instrumental works, both sacred and secular.
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