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Ryan Meeboer

The Royal Fortune was the name Bartholomew Roberts, otherwise know as Black Bart, gave to the all the
flagships of his fleet. He was considered to be the most successful plunderer of the Caribbean and had a 30
month career in piracy, before being killed on the coast of Cape Lopez.

The piece starts out by building up the intensity that is to be carried throughout the piece. As each part
enters, the volume and sound of the piece fills out, until the horn brings in the ostinato at measure 11,
representing the rough waters of the sea. The first trumpet introduces the quick, rhythmic melody a few
measures later, and must not slow the tempo.

Once reaching the stop time chords at measure 31, it is equally important that the tempo does not waver, as
most of the instruments drop out. The original melody returns with the trombone playing a counter melody
at measure 47.  Although it is important to hear the new material, it should not overpower the main melody.

The piece then slows to a lyrical section at measure 67, representing the demise of Black Bart, as he is shot
by the crew of a British ship and, by request, thrown into the sea by his crew. This section is to be played as
flowingly as possible, with the option of having the melody played a little more freely.

The piece ends by bringing back the original material to ‘celebrate’ the success of Black Bart’s career. The
coda should be played with much intensity to close the piece, but should not be overblown, especially on the
final notes.
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