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Herman Bellstedt

Composed by Herman Bellstedt, Napoli is a set of variations on Luigi Denza’s Funiculi Funicula.  Luigi 
Denza (1846-1922) composed Funiculi Funicula in 1880 to celebrate the opening of a funicular railroad. 
Cornet virtuoso Herman Bellstedt (1858-1926) was a featured cornet soloist with the Sousa Band as well as a
composer of solos for cornet and band. His most well known composition featuring the cornet is this theme 
and variations titled Napoli. Upon Bellstedt’s death, Napoli was bequeathed to one of his students, Frank 
Simon (1889-1967), who followed in his teacher’s footsteps as a cornet soloist with the Sousa Band.

 Originally for cornet soloist and concert band with subsequent editions for cornet and piano, this 
arrangement of Napoli is for brass quintet featuring the tuba player. This arrangement was written for tuba 
soloist MSG Roger Ridenour and the Denali Brass.
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