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The Golden Age
A Concert in the Park circa 1900

David Marlatt

The Golden Age is a piece written in the carefree style of the music written in North America at the turn of
the Twentieth Century. The concerts in bandshells throughout Canada and the United States contained such
popular compositional types such as: theme and variations, orchestral transcriptions, waltzes, overtures, rags
and marches. This suite takes a typical concert at that time, and puts it all in a single, multi-movement work.

In general, this piece was conceived in the “old style”, with the instrumentation common at the turn of the
20th Century. Cornets would be more suitable rather than trumpets.

Overture
This is a typical concert opener of the time period with some flourishes in the upper parts and a strong bass
line. At 29 the sound thins out considerably.

The Algonquin - Waltz Caprice
This waltz is an elegant vehicle to feature a duet between a solo trumpet and trombone. The other players
must “come down” dynamically to allow these soloists to be clearly heard at all times.

SPREVIF ONLY.

Light, light, light articulations. Rags are often played too loud and too fast. This is simple music with an
“oom-pah” accompaniment. Keep it light and this suite will end on an audience friendly note!

David Marlatt has composed pieces for concert band, string orchestra, brass quintet, trumpet ensemble, piano, tuba and trumpet.
His writing style is diverse and he has written for a wide range of difficulty levels from very young concert band to professional
brass quintet. His jazz based trumpet ensemble pieces Groovy Vamp and A Coconut Named Alex have been well received by
audiences everywhere and his concert band compositions are found on many festival lists. He has also arranged over 800 pieces of
repertoire from the Baroque to the Romantic eras such as Monteverdi madrigals, a large suite of music from Handel’s Messiah,
Largo from New World Symphony and even Mahler’s First Symphony.

Mr. Marlatt is a trumpet player who obtained a music education degree from the University of Western Ontario, Canada. He was
Principal Cornet in the Whitby Brass Band for 6 years and founder of the trumpet ensemble Trumpets in Style. As a performer, he
has played in jazz bands, brass quintets, orchestras, concert bands, brass bands and period instrument ensembles.

Please contact the composer if you require any further information about this piece
or his availability for commissioning new works and appearances.
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THE GOLDEN AGE

d by The Muskoka Concert Band Neil Barlow, Conductor
A Concert in the Park circa 1900
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